
To our candidates for Confirmation, parents, and sponsors,
 

First and foremost, I pray that all of you are safe and healthy during this unprecedented time
unprecedented at least in our lifetime.

Second, given this lack of precedent, I simply, humbly, ask for your patience and understanding as we
approach the Sacrament of Confirmation in our parish. We are making decisions as quickly and as
prudently as we can. My intention is not to inconvenience you. Please know we are doing the very

best we can. 
Third, some practical information for you:

 
a) Confirmation practice, originally scheduled for this Saturday, March 21st, is postponed

indefinitely. We will wait for further developments on the restrictions put in place by the Health
Department. 

b) Currently, the Sacrament of Confirmation, scheduled for Thursday, April 2nd, is still on the
schedule. If the Mass and Sacrament proceeds as scheduled, it will likely be with limitations on who

can attend - likely to be only immediate family and sponsors allowed to attend. 
c) With those limitations in mind, it might be a better situation to postpone the celebration of the

Sacrament of Confirmation until we are allowed to celebrate it without restrictions. We are
looking into our possible options. 

d) Our Wednesday night ENCOUNTER program, which serves as proximate preparation for the
reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation in our parish, is suspended indefinitely. Again, we will

wait for further developments on the restrictions put in place by the Health Department. 
e) Be assured that you will receive the Sacrament of Confirmation in our parish this year. It might be

delayed but it will happen. With that in mind, and given the suspension of ENCOUNTER, I want to
encourage continued preparation in your homes.

f) Practical preparations include: 1. choose a sponsor and turn in the sponsor form to the office (the
requirements to be a sponsor are listed on the sponsor form attached to this email in case you hadn't

yet received it)
2. choose a patron saint as a model for your new life as a disciple of Jesus Christ and write up a few

sentence description on WHY you chose this saint and turn in that description to the office
3. continue to work on the 92 Questions in your homes as part of the rich tradition of the reception

of this Sacrament in our Diocese
4. take advantage of FREE access to Formed.org (stmarysdavidcity.formed.org) in our parish to

continue your formation in discipleship which is the heart of the Sacrament of Confirmation (there
will be more help and guidance on this formation coming later this week)

The celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation in our parish will be a blessing to our parish
regardless of the particular circumstances of that celebration. I hope and pray that it will be a

blessing to your family as well. With my blessing and prayers, 
Father Buhman


